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it remained under Arab rule until 1090, when the Norman
Count Roger of Sicily defeated the Saracens, and Malta
became part of his kingdom. After his death, a turbulent
period of some centuries ensued, when Angevins, Aragonese
and Castilians ruled Sicily and Malta in succession, but this
period was brought to an end when, about 1550, at the
Pope's instigation, the Emperor Charles V granted Malta
and Gozo to the Knights of the Order of St. John of Jeru-
salem, who had been driven out of Rhodes by the ,Turks.
Then followed the Golden Age of Malta, when, after
becoming famous throughout Christendom for the heroic
resistance of the. Knights under their Grand Master, La
Vallette, to the great siege of the Turks in 1565, the island
drew wealth and support as a bulwark against Islam from
all the countries of Europe, and was beautified and enriched
with magnificent churches, palaces and fortifications, in-
duding the "auberges" of the nations still in use as public
buildings in Valletta.
The Order, however* gradually decayed until in 1798 it
collapsed before Napoleon. But the Maltese rebelled against
the French and called in the assistance of the British, who
defeated the French in 1800, and although Britain handed
back the island to the Knights under the Treaty of Amiens,
the Maltese insisted on the British staying, and to their joy
and relief it was finally ceded to Britain under the Treaty
of Paris, 1814, since when Malta has remained a part of the
British Empire and has become our principal naval base in
the Mediterranean. Ever since, the Maltese have remained
loyal and patriotic British subjects and there is no question
of the sincerity of their attachment to the Empire, with
which their ideals and interests are closely identified.
Being an enterprising and prolific race, when pressure on
the population of their small islands has increased, the
Maltese have freely emigrated to all parts of the Empire,